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Ronnie Lester will Host Two Events for Kenny Arnold Foundation During Labor Day Weekend; 

Fans Have a Chance to Meet the Stars of Iowa’s 1980 Final Four Team 

 

IOWA CITY, IA – Ronnie Lester, widely regarded as the best basketball player in Hawkeye history, will 

be making one of his all-time greatest assists this Labor Day weekend in Iowa City. 

 

Lester, along with almost the entire 1980 Final Four basketball team, will be accessible to Hawk fans at a 

pair of special fundraising events in Iowa City in support of the Kenny Arnold Foundation. 

 

Kenny Arnold, who led that Hawkeye team in points and assists, was diagnosed with brain cancer in 1984 

and has been fighting health issues ever since.  The brain tumor and several subsequent strokes have 

limited Arnold’s mobility, robbed him of his ability to speak and left him in a state of chronic pain. 

 

Arnold’s former Iowa teammates and coaches, and the entire Hawkeye Basketball Family, have stayed in 

contact with Arnold throughout his medical and financial challenges.  Today, Arnold’s Hawkeye 

Basketball Family – his “Teammates For Life” – have dedicated their efforts to provide support for 

Arnold and others in need through this foundation. 

 

“We know that what happened to Kenny could happen to any of us,” said Lester, a Hawkeye All-

American on Iowa’s 1979 Big Ten championship team.  “All the guys have rallied around him and I’m so 

proud of my teammates for that.  Kenny is very appreciative of all the love and support that his teammates 

and the Iowa fans have shown him.” 

 

Meet and Greet at the Marriott Hotel 

The first event will be a “Meet and Greet” on Friday, September 1 at the Marriott Hotel in Coralville from 

7 p.m. until 1 a.m.  Several members of the 1980 Final Four team will be there to share stories, memories 

and laughs with fans. 

 

This event will include a cash bar, hors d’oeuvres, auction items and live music.  The former Hawks will 

be available for photos and autographs, but hope to engage in conversations with as many Iowa fans as 

possible. 

 

This will be a wonderful opportunity for Iowa fans to mingle with former Hawks in a casual setting.  

There will be a $25 cover charge to benefit the foundation. 

 

Ronnie Lester Dinner & Auction 

The second event will be the inaugural “Ronnie Lester Dinner & Auction for the Kenny Arnold 

Foundation.”  This exclusive event will take place at the Elks Lodge in Iowa City on Saturday, September 

2 from 5 to 10 p.m.  It includes a steak or chicken dinner, an auction of some excellent, unique 

memorabilia and live music provided by the popular and talented Kevin Burt. 

 

Attendance at this event will be limited to the first 100 fans who purchase tickets, which may be ordered 

through the KennyArnoldFoundation.org website.  Tickets are priced at $250 per person. 

 

The former Hawks expected to attend include:  Lester, Vince Brookins, Mike “Tree” Henry, Bobby 

Hansen, Kevin Boyle, Mark Gannon, Steve Krafcisin, Jon Darsee, Greg Boyle, Mike Arens, Greg Stokes, 

Michael Payne, Todd Berkenpas, Craig Anderson, Waymond King, Clay Hargrave and long-time Iowa 

trainer John Streif. 



 

In addition, Coach Fran McCaffery is expected to make an appearance. 

 

“I want to invite all Hawkeye fans to take advantage of this opportunity to enjoy a memorable time with 

many people in the Hawkeye family … and it’s all for a tremendous cause, the Kenny Arnold 

Foundation,” said Lester.  “We are so appreciative of our time as student-athletes at Iowa and this is a 

terrific way for us to spend time with the great Hawkeye fans who have always shown us so much 

support.” 

 

Lester, who became a highly-successful NBA executive with the Lakers after his NBA playing career 

ended, feels that it is critical to have a “team” of support for people who have suffered from cancer and its 

effects.  “It’s always good to have friends there to support you when you’re going through tough times 

and Kenny Arnold has endured some very difficult times in the last 30-plus years,” said Lester. 

 

“That’s one of our hopes with our ‘Teammates For Life’ efforts: to demonstrate the positive difference 

that a team of support can make for someone.  If we can motivate people to create their own teams to 

support people they love, then we know we’ve been successful … and Kenny will be proud.” 

 

The Kenny Arnold Foundation is a non-profit organization that was created on the heels of a highly-

successful “White Out” event at Carver-Hawkeye Arena in February that generated funds for Arnold and 

has helped him receive regular physical therapy, among other needs that are now being met.  The 

Foundation also hosted a successful meet and greet event, followed by a golf outing in Storm Lake in 

June. 

 

“Kenny has always been a tremendous leader,” says former Iowa teammate Mike “Tree” Henry.  “At the 

time of his initial diagnosis, the doctors gave him a 10 percent chance of surviving.  Well, that was more 

than 30 years ago and Kenny keeps fighting.  All of his former teammates, friends and fans are so 

inspired by how he has lived his life, we want to honor Kenny and help motivate other people who are 

facing similar battles.” 

 

Henry is the Executive Director of the Kenny Arnold Foundation, which has a mission to raise funds to be 

directed toward cancer research and education.  “Kenny is such an inspiration,” says Henry.  “So we want 

to share his story and inspire others to keep fighting, as well as motivate those who can help others to take 

action and become a part of someone’s ‘Teammates For Life.’” 

 

Several of the former Hawkeyes will be in Iowa City during Labor Day weekend to take part in the 9th 

Annual FRYFest celebration in the Iowa River Landing in Coralville, as well.  The 1980 basketball team 

will have a “Team Panel Discussion” at 2:30 p.m. on Friday, September 1 followed by an autograph 

session.  The Kenny Arnold Foundation will also have a booth at the tradeshow, which is open from 10 

a.m. until 8 p.m. on Friday, September 1. 

 

People who would like to donate to the Kenny Arnold Foundation may go to the 

KennyArnoldFoundation.org website to make a one-time or annual donation.  People may also order the 

popular #30 “TFL” shirts that Hawkeye fans wore for the “White Out” event to honor Arnold at Carver-

Hawkeye Arena in February.  In addition, “TFL” golf towels and more items will be added soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RONNIE LESTER’S IOWA CAREER (1977-80) 

Scored 1,675 points (all-time best at the time) 

Handed out 480 assists (all-time best at the time) 

431 FTs made (2nd most at the time) 

Led Iowa in FT% for three seasons 

Averaged 16.9 points per game for his career … the highest scoring average among Iowa’s top 12 all-time 

leading scorers 

Coach Lute Olson called Lester the best point guard he ever coached 

Magic Johnson once called Lester the best guard he ever played against in college 

All-American in 1979, when he led Hawkeyes to a Big Ten title 

First-Team All-Big Ten in 1978 and 1979 

10th overall pick of the 1980 NBA Draft 

Won an NBA championship as a player with the 1985 Lakers 

As an executive with the Lakers, Lester won 6 more NBA championships 

 

 

KENNY ARNOLD’S IOWA CAREER (1979-82) 

Scored 1,112 points 

Handed out 352 assists (9th all-time in Iowa history) 

Led Final Four team in points and assists (1980) 

Played on Iowa’s last Big Ten champion (1979) 

During his four years, Iowa finished 1st, 4th, 2nd and 2nd in the Big Ten 

Second all-time in Iowa history for minutes played in NCAA Tournament (350) 

Fourth in Iowa history for points scored in Final Four games (39) 

One of three players in Iowa history to score 20+ points in a Final Four game (Carl Cain, Bill Logan, 

Kenny Arnold) 

Never left the court in the last game of his Iowa career (45 minutes) 

One of six Hawkeyes to finish career with at least 1,100 points, 350 assists, 250 rebounds and 80 steals 

Led team in points in 1980 (444) 

Led team in assists in 1980 (142) 

Led team in assists in 1981 (110) 
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